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M o v i n g  m a t e r n a l  n e w b o r n
a n d  c h i l d  h e a l t h  E v i d e n c e
i n t o P oli c y I N W E S T A F RI C A
W A H O - O O A S
          F U N DI N G
F u n di n g of t h e M E P p r oj e ct i s a s f oll o w s: 
•   fi r stl y,  a c o nt ri b uti o n of u p t o 2. 6 milli o n C a n a di a n d oll a r s b y t h e p r o g r a m 
"I n n o v ati n g f o r M at e r n al a n d C hil d H e alt h i n Af ri c a"  of t h e Gl o b al H e alt h 
R e s e a r c h  I niti ati v e  ( G H RI ),  w hi c h  i s  a  p a rt n e r s hi p  of  t h r e e  C a n a di a n  
G o v e r n m e nt A g e n ci e s:
     ▶  Mi ni st r y of F o r ei g n Aff ai r s, Tr a d e a n d D e v el o p m e nt of C a n a d a ( M A E C D ) 
      ▶ T h e I nt e r n ati o n al D e v el o p m e nt R e s e a r c h C e nt r e (I D R C ) 
      ▶ T h e C a n a di a n I n stit ut e s of H e alt h R e s e a r c h ( CI H R ).
•   s e c o n dl y, b y t h e W e st Af ri c a n H e alt h O r g a ni s ati o n ( W A H O ), wit h a c o nt ri-
b uti o n of  1. 5 milli o n U S d oll a r s.
   
      B E N E FI CI A R Y  C O U N T RI E S
T h e s c o p e of t h e M E P p r oj e ct i s r e gi o n al a n d c o ul d b e e xt e n d e d t o t h e 1 5 E C O W A S 
c o u nt ri e s.  H o w e v e r,  r e s e a r c h  a cti viti e s  will  t a k e  pl a c e  i n  6  c o u nt ri e s  n a m el y:  
B E NI N, B U R KI N A F A S O, G H A N A, M A LI, NI G E RI A a n d S E N E G A L .
G E N E R A L O B J E C TI V E
I m pr o v e t h e d e m a n d f or, t h e pr o d u cti o n of, a n d t h e 
u s e  of  r e s e ar c h  fi n di n g s  i n  d e ci si o n- m a ki n g  i n  
m at er n al, n e o n at al a n d c hil d h e alt h pr o gr a m s 
a n d p oli ci e s wit hi n t h e E c o n o mi c C o m m u nit y 
of W e st Afri c a n St at e s ( E C O W A S) r e gi o n.
1 . C o n d u ct a sit u ati o n a n al y si s of t h e b a c k-
gr o u n d  t o  t h e  pr o d u cti o n  a n d  u s e  of  
r e s e ar c h  fi n di n g s  at  n ati o n al  a n d  
r e gi o n al  l e v el s  i n  m at er n al,  n e w b or n  
a n d  c hil d  h e alt h  ( M N C H)  wit hi n  t h e  
E C O W A S r e gi o n.
2 . Str e n gt h e n  W A H O’ s  c a p a cit y  t o  
pr o m ot e t h e u s e of h e alt h r e s e ar c h 
wit hi n t h e E C O W A S r e gi o n 
3 . Pr o m ot e t h e u s e of e vi d e n c e t o 
i m pr o v e  d e ci si o n- m a ki n g  ar o u n d  
M N C H wit hi n t h e E C O W A S r e gi o n 
4 . Str e n gt h e n  t h e  c oll a b or ati o n  
b et w e e n M N C H r e s e ar c h er s a n d 
d e ci si o n- m a k er s  wit hi n  t h e  
E C O W A S r e gi o n. 
T h e d ur ati o n of M E P Pr oj e ct i s 
si xt y ei g ht ( 6 8) m o nt h s, fr o m 
N o v e m b er  t h e  1 st  2 0 1 4  t o  
J ul y t h e 3 1, i n 2 0 2 0
I M P R O V E D  H E A L T H  O U T C O M E S  F O R  M O T H E R  A N D  C HI L D R E N
I N W E S T A F RI C A  T H R O U G H  E VI D E N C E  I N F O R M E D  D E CI SI O N  M A KI N G
S p e cifi c O bj e cti v e s
D U R A TI O N O F T H E P R O J E C T
Moving maternal  newborn and child health 
Evidence into Policy
 The Canadian Institutions-championed 
and supported initiative “Innovating for Mater-
nal and Child Health in Africa” will help reduce 
maternal, child and infant mortality through 
the promotion of the use of evidence in decision 
making. From this initiative, the Project entitled 
“Moving Maternal, Newborn and Child Health 
Evidence into Policy (MEP)”, implemented by 
the West African Health Organisation (WAHO) 
aims to achieve the following results:
1.   The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats of the production and utilisa-
tion of research findings within the 
ECOWAS regional context to improve or 
strengthen maternal, newborn and child 
health care (MNCH) are clearly understood 
and validated. 
2.    The capacity of WAHO to support the pro-
duction, dissemination and utilisation of 
research findings for decision-making 
within the ECOWAS region is strengthened. 
3.   The ECOWAS MNCH decision-makers have  
a good understanding of the usefulness       
of research as a tool for decision-making    
in health. 
4.   The capacity of MNCH decision-makers to 
demand, take ownership of and use 
research findings in their activities 
(planning, implementation, monitoring 
and evaluation) is strengthened within the 
ECOWAS region.
5.  The capacity of researchers to produce 
useful research findings for MNCH deci-
sion- makers is strengthened within the 
ECOWAS region. 
6.  Reinforce/create a functional system of 
research findings dissemination to MNCH 
decision-makers within the ECOWAS 
region.
7.  Reinforce/create platforms that would     
facilitate collaboration between MNCH 
researchers and decision-makers within 
the ECOWAS region. 
8.  The collaboration between decision    
makers and researchers in the planning, 
implementation and evaluation of MNCH 
programs within the ECOWAS region is 
improved. 
In addition to the MEP project in West Africa, 
“Innovating for Maternal and Child Health in 
Africa” will provide support to seven (7) 
research projects namely: promotion of inte-
grated approach to care in pregnancy and 
childbirth, promotion of community educa-
tion, promotion of results-based financing and 
equity of access to care, sponsorship of girls by 
individuals, management of postpartum 
depression, promotion of innovative and 
feasible interventions to improve mother and 
child health...
